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claims. These suggestions, if carried out, would place upon the claim- 
ants the expense of practically three arbitrations: 

(a) On the question of the responsibility of the Cuban state, — to 
be decided by an arbitral tribunal. 

(b) On the question of the proof, — to be presented before the Cuban 
Government 

(c) On the question of the legitimacy and the amount of the claims, — 
to be presented before an arbitral tribunal. 

How much more practical and simple it would be, in case Cuba should 
consent to arbitrate, to submit to but one arbitral tribunal the two 
questions: 

(a) Is Cuba responsible? 

(b) And, if so, to what extent? Walter S. Penfield. 



Das Internationale Privat-und Zivilprozessrecht auf Grand der Haager 
Konventionen. By Dr. F. Meili and Dr. A. Mamelok. Zurich: 
Orell Fiissli. 1911. pp. xvi, 427. 

The greatest progress in the science of private international law, known 
since the days of Bartolus (1314-1357), has been made during the 19th 
century. With the rapidly increasing intercourse among nations, there 
was naturally awakened a deep interest in the study of this branch of 
the law. Much was accomplished during this time to place this subject 
upon a deeper and broader foundation, but, as far as practical results 
are concerned, no great advance was made in the harmonization of the 
rules actually governing in the various countries. In the end it became 
apparent that this object could be accomplished only by international 
agreement. Through the initiative of the Government of the Nether- 
lands, conferences were held in 1893, 1894, 1900, and 1904, at The Hague, 
by the leading countries of Continental Europe, the results of which 
were: 

(1) Three conventions on marriage, divorce and separation, and 
guardianship, signed in 1902 by Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Portugal, Roumania, Spain. 
Sweden, and Switzerland, and now in force in most of these states. 

(2) A convention concerning civil procedure, signed in 1896 and in 
effect since 1899 in Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Roumania, 
Russia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. 
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This convention, revised by the fourth conference, is now supplanted 
by a convention signed in 1905 and in effect in the above mentioned 
states, excepting Luxemburg, since 1909. 

(3) A convention concerning the effect of marriage upon the rights 
and duties of married persons in their personal relations and upon their 
property, signed in 1905. 

(4) A convention relating to interdiction and similar measures, signed 
in 1905. 

(The last two conventions have been signed and approved by a num- 
ber of states and will go into effect as soon as six of the contracting 
parties have deposited their ratifications at The Hague.) 

(5) A draft of a convention concerning succession and wills. 

(6) A draft relating to bankruptcy, which is to serve merely as a basis 
for conventions to be concluded between particular states. 

The work of the Hague conferences has stimulated materially the 
interest already existing in the conflict of laws and has led to the publi- 
cation of a considerable literature, which is indicated by Dr. Meili and 
Dr. Mamelok on pp. XIII to XVI of the present work. In some of 
these works the conventions are given high praise; in others they are 
subjected to severe criticism. The present work by Dr. Meili and Dr. 
Mamelok occupies a middle ground. It recognizes that the conventions 
are defective and it suggests the desirability of a revision in some par- 
ticulars. But it does not condemn. Dr. Meili was a delegate to the 
convention and therefore able to appreciate the difficulties in the way 
of reaching theoretically sound results. No perfect work could be 
expected from a conference in which 13 or more states took part, many of 
whose delegates were under strict instructions and represented on many 
points radically different views. A compromise was the best to be ac- 
complished. The fact that under these conditions any agreement 
whatever was reached makes these conventions, in the eyes of the 
authors, a great landmark in the history of the conflict of laws. 

The authors' object in writing the present work is explained in the 
preface. It is to make the convention better understood in Switzerland. 
Switzerland adopted all of the above conventions except those appearing 
under (3) and (4), but those relating to guardianship and procedure 
met with considerable opposition. This opposition the authors attribute 
largely to an insufficient knowledge of the principles of the conflict of 
laws on the part of the persons charged with the application of the 
convention — a knowledge which the conventions presuppose — and to 
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the difficulty of understanding and interpreting the conventions them- 
selves. In order to present as clear a picture as possible, the discussion 
is limited to a consideration of the four conventions ratified by Switzer- 
land. By way of introduction, the authors call attention to some of the 
burning questions in the conflict of laws (such as nationality, and dom- 
icile, public policy, evasion of domestic law, and renvoi), and to the 
efforts made in behalf of the unification of the rules relating to this 
subject, which culminated in the Hague conferences. In the so-called 
General Part the authors set forth certain general principles common 
to the four conventions, viz., the nature of the rules contained in the 
conventions, their interpretation, and the mode of giving effect to them 
in the contracting states. In the discussion of the particular conventions, 
the authors deal with the conditions upon which the application of the 
rules laid down in each convention depends, the leading differences in 
the rules of private international law existing in the states in which the 
convention is in force; and the principles governing each convention. 

The authors have done well to eliminate from their discussion all 
detail and to confine themselves to a consideration of the broad prin- 
ciples underlying the conventions. They are to be congratulated upon 
having succeeded in presenting to us an interesting and illuminating 
work upon a most complicated topic. It is an excellent general treatise 
on the Hague conventions relating to marriage, divorce and separation, 
guardianship, and civil procedure, and may be especially recommended 
to all who seek to make their first acquaintance with these conventions. 

The text of the Hague conventions is printed at the end of the work 
in the original (French) and in a German translation. 

E. G. Lorenzen. 

Le Droit International Privf d'apr&s les Conventions de la Haye. By 
G. C. Buzzati. Vol. I, Le Mariage d'apr£s la Convention du 12 Juin, 
1902. French translation of the Italian text, which was revised 
and corrected by the author, by Francis Rey. Paris: Larose & 
Tenin. 1911. pp. xvii, 507. 12 fr. 

This is the first volume of an extensive treatise, in translated form, 
which Professor Buzzati, of the University of Pavia, plans to write on 
the Hague conventions. The original in Italian appeared in 1907. The 
translation was undertaken at the instance of the Revue de Droit In- 
ternational Privi, which, with the object of widening as far as possible 
the horizon of the French jurists in this important branch of juridical 



